
Reflective Questions for The Hidden Motive — When You 
Want to Be Noticed 

1. What does Scripture reveal about the danger of serving for 
recognition instead of obedience? 
When service becomes self-promotion, it loses its power to glorify God. Jesus warned 
that those seeking man’s applause have already received their reward. 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them.” —Matthew 6:1 
The heart’s motive determines whether service honors God or self. 

 

2. Why does Jesus emphasize serving “in secret”? 
Because secrecy purifies intention. It shifts focus from being admired to being faithful. 
“Your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.” —Matthew 6:4 
Quiet obedience reveals who you truly serve. 

 

3. How can good works lose their joy when recognition becomes 
the goal? 
When approval replaces worship, joy drains away. True joy is found in serving for God’s 
glory, not human praise. 
“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” —1 Corinthians 10:31 
Joy fades when the spotlight replaces the Savior. 

 

4. Why does the desire to be noticed come so naturally to men? 
Because pride and insecurity often compete for the same space in a man’s heart. We want 
to feel significant, but only Christ can secure our worth. 
“The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe.” —Proverbs 29:25 
Significance built on approval always collapses. 

 

5. How does comparison distort the heart of servanthood? 
Comparing gifts, roles, or results breeds envy and discouragement. The body of Christ 
thrives on diversity, not competition. 
“For just as each of us has one body with many members… so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body.” —Romans 12:4–5 
God values contribution, not comparison. 



 

6. What does Scripture teach about unseen obedience and eternal 
reward? 
God notices every hidden act of faithfulness and rewards it in ways the world cannot 
measure. 
“Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up.” —Galatians 6:9 
Invisible service still echoes in eternity. 

 

7. Why does serving from gratitude or love produce deeper 
impact than serving from guilt or obligation? 
Guilt-driven service exhausts; grace-driven service energizes. Gratitude keeps the focus 
on God’s mercy, not our merit. 
“Serve the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.” —Psalm 100:2 
Love sustains what guilt cannot. 

 

8. What truth does Jesus model when He trades recognition for 
humility? 
Jesus, though worthy of all glory, chose the towel over the throne. His service redefined 
greatness. 
“The greatest among you shall be your servant.” —Matthew 23:11 
Greatness in God’s Kingdom begins with hidden humility. 

 


