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63: TRUST GROWS ONE FAITHFUL 
STEP AT A TIME 
 
By John Leavy 
In Week 13: Walking With Others 
 
4 Min read 

	

“One	who	is	faithful	in	a	very	little	is	also	faithful	in	much,	and	one	who	is	dishonest	
in	a	very	little	is	also	dishonest	in	much.”	—	Luke	16:10	

Trust	isn’t	built	when	life	is	at	its	hardest.	By	then,	you’re	simply	discovering	whether	trust	
already	exists.	Real	trust	is	built	long	before	the	crisis	arrives.	It’s	formed	in	the	ordinary	
moments	when	no	one	is	watching,	and	nothing	seems	especially	significant.	That’s	why	
Jesus	said,	“One	who	is	faithful	in	a	very	little	is	also	faithful	in	much.”	Big	
responsibilities	don’t	create	faithfulness.	They	reveal	it.	

A	long	trail	makes	that	easy	to	understand.	You	don’t	decide	after	the	first	mile	whether	
you	trust	the	man	walking	beside	you.	Trust	grows	one	step	at	a	time.	He	shows	up	when	
he	says	he	will.	He	carries	his	share	of	the	weight.	He	keeps	walking	when	the	trail	gets	
steep	and	doesn’t	disappear	when	the	weather	turns.	None	of	those	moments	are	dramatic,	
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but	every	one	of	them	leaves	a	mark.	Before	long,	confidence	has	replaced	uncertainty	
because	his	character	has	been	proven	over	countless	ordinary	miles.	

The	same	is	true	in	every	area	of	life.	Strong	marriages,	lasting	friendships,	healthy	
churches,	and	effective	ministries	are	not	built	on	occasional	acts	of	greatness.	They	are	
built	by	men	who	quietly	do	the	right	thing	day	after	day.	They	keep	their	word.	They	
follow	through.	They	remain	dependable	whether	anyone	notices	or	not.	

Faithfulness	may	not	attract	much	attention,	but	it	never	goes	unnoticed	by	God.	Every	
ordinary	act	of	obedience	lays	another	stone	in	the	foundation	of	trust.	Then,	when	life	
demands	something	greater,	others	already	know	who	can	be	counted	on—not	because	of	
one	impressive	moment,	but	because	of	a	lifetime	of	faithful	steps.	

APPLICATION 

Trust	is	usually	lost	long	before	a	relationship	falls	apart.	It	begins	to	erode	through	small	
moments	of	inconsistency—a	promise	that	isn’t	kept,	a	conversation	that	never	happens,	a	
responsibility	that’s	quietly	ignored.	Most	broken	relationships	aren’t	the	result	of	one	
dramatic	failure.	They’re	the	result	of	small	acts	of	unfaithfulness	repeated	over	time.	In	the	
same	way,	trust	isn’t	rebuilt	by	good	intentions.	It’s	rebuilt	one	faithful	step	at	a	time.	

That’s	why	God	places	such	value	on	the	little	things.	Every	time	you	keep	your	word,	
arrive	when	you	said	you	would,	finish	what	you	started,	or	quietly	do	what	no	one	else	
notices,	you’re	doing	more	than	completing	a	task.	You’re	revealing	your	character.	Those	
moments	may	seem	insignificant,	but	they	become	the	foundation	upon	which	others	
decide	whether	they	can	trust	you.	

The	same	principle	shapes	discipleship.	Men	are	not	looking	for	someone	who	has	every	
answer.	They’re	looking	for	someone	whose	life	matches	what	he	says.	A	man	who	
consistently	walks	with	Christ	carries	a	credibility	that	no	amount	of	knowledge	can	
replace.	His	words	have	weight	because	they’ve	been	tested	on	the	trail	of	everyday	life.	

Faithfulness	doesn’t	happen	all	at	once,	and	neither	does	trust.	Both	are	formed	through	
thousands	of	ordinary	decisions	to	obey	God	when	no	one	is	applauding.	Every	step	of	
obedience	leaves	another	footprint	behind.	Over	time,	those	footprints	become	a	trail	that	
points	other	men	toward	Christ	and	gives	them	the	confidence	to	follow.	

LIVE IT OUT 

This	week,	choose	one	commitment	and	follow	through	without	being	reminded.	Keep	your	
word,	finish	what	you	started,	and	be	faithful	in	the	small	things	no	one	else	may	ever	
notice.	Every	step	of	obedience	strengthens	your	character	and	builds	trust.	Long	before	a	
man	is	trusted	with	greater	responsibility,	he	proves	himself	by	faithfully	walking	the	
ordinary	stretches	of	the	trail	with	Christ.	

PRAY THIS… 
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“Lord,	that	I	would	walk	by	the	Spirit	as	I	traverse	life’s	trails.”	
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Information	lays	the	foundation—	
Practice	builds	the	man.	
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